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Testimony of Senator Dave Zien on Senate Bill 473
“Wisconsin Labor Highway”

March 3, 2004

* Thank you, Mr. Chairman and members, for hearing Senate Bill 473 today.

‘This bill would simply name U.S. Highway 45, from the [llinois border to the Michigan border,
the “Wisconsin Labor Highway.” Highway 45 goes right past many of Wisconsin’s largest
manufacturers (including Harley-Davidson Motor Co.), where so many of the working men and
women who drive our economy go to work each day.

The bill would direct the Department of Transportation to mark the highway with signs only
after receiving funds from private sources sufficient to pay for the fabrication and maintenance
- -of the signs. 'The DOT has estimated that they would have to charge ; about $350 per sign to

~cover all of the costs and ensure that no taxpayers’ dollars are used for this purpose.

Any community, labor union, civic organization or private party could put up the money to
have a sign erected to recognize the “Wisconsin Labor Highway.” We hope the signs will
remind us all of the importance of Wisconsin’s dedicated and skilled workforce.

Again, thank you for your time today.
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